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Commodores Log
Hi SYC Members,

As most of you have already heard, sadly we have lost one of our past
Commodores, Shannon Hugel. Shannon was our Commodore in 2006 and
Shannon and Tracey, his wife of 34 years, have been members since 1996.
His family have been members since 1989 with his father Ben being a
Commodore in 2002. In Tracey’s beautiful tribute to Shannon, she wanted to pass on from
Shannon that life can take unexpected turns and to have the strength and courage to do what you
want and to make sure others know how much you care for them. Please keep Tracey and her
family in your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.
This past year has brought grief and sadness to a few of our members. It is always difficult to find
the right words for times like this. I thought this quote was insightful “I know for certain that we
never lose the people we love, even to death. They continue to participate in every act, thought
and decision we make. Their love leaves an indelible imprint in our memories.”-Leo Buscaglia
I want to thank everyone who helped out at the club house cleanup. Two years of time and
weather made it difficult to clean things up, but we persisted and got it done. Thanks to Jerry and
Tracy for hosting the event. As usual the weather was not in our favor for a shake down cruise,
but we enjoyed a get together on the guest dock. I know it is not as enjoyable as other events, but
the clubhouse looks great and we are ready for Opening Day, so thanks to all of you that helped
out.
Following Opening Day, we have the Commodore’s Ball May 22nd. I know with Mitch and Jill and
their team working on this, it will be wonderful. I hope you can all make it.
Also coming up is Memorial Day. Many of us have been anchoring out in Garrison Bay for that
weekend. Hope you will join us that weekend. Looks like we are off to a busy season.
See you on the water.

Pep
Commodore
Escape
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Vice Commodores Log
Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Mitch Ruth

May, 2021

Born in Seattle, The Opening Day of Boating Season has been a time-honored
tradition since 1895, on the 4th of July. The first weekend of May, the “other”
SYC will celebrate in our own small way. Being at the footsteps of the San
Juans, many of us here in the north sound don’t really recognize “boating
season” as we never really quit boating. We may watch a storm here and there from the safety
of the marina, but we are often rewarded with flat calm cruising in the dead of winter. But now
we clean, shine and decorate to show off our spirit as hardy boaters.

This year’s plans for DownEasy are many days out on the hook in some of our favorite
anchorages. With the border between the U.S. and Canada still closed we know marinas will be
full and we will be sharing “our spots” with a lot of other boats that would, otherwise, be
heading for points north. We should look at these as opportunities to meet other boaters and,
better yet, potential new members. Share with those you meet on your travels the fun and

benefits of our club. Share with them why you became a member; they may be looking for a fun
group to share the fun with also.

Cheers,

Cryss. Toycen
Vice Commodore
DownEasy

Rear Commodores Log
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...

Hello and welcome to May,
Wow the year seams to be flying by with the official kick off of boating season
coming up May 1st.
I don’t have much to report on my end but would like to say a little bit about
RBAW. As most of you have heard from Dan and Pep, the state has decided to
withdraw the idea of doubling the excise tax on boats in Washington state as a form of revenue.
Thanks to everyone who participated in contacting their congressional representative! RBAW is a big

piece of why this idea was rejected. They have their eyes and ears on what is happening in the state as
far as recreational boaters are concerned. If it was not for their commitment to representing all boaters in the state, we would not be hearing about these back door decisions that so greatly affect us all.
RBAW is an organization not unlike our own yacht club. Think of them as an organization representing all yacht clubs and boaters in the state. It is through their work that we hear of stuff like the excise
tax. They operate on a shoestring budget but get so much good work done on our behalf.
Yes this is my sales pitch…..lol. I find the $20.00 that I donate to RBAW a form of cheap insurance to
know someone is keeping an eye on what is happening in our state and letting us know how we can
stay involved. If you have not donated yet and still wish to, you can contact Rebecca Irish and she can
help you. I admit, until this year when I was nominated for the rear chair which represents our club as
a delegate to RBAW, I had no idea who they were or even what they did. What they do …. Is Great
work on our behalf!
Please, if you have not signed up for the Commodore’s Ball, please contact Mitch and Jill Ruth!
On another note, Steak fry is coming up at Lopez. What a fun event! Hope to see as many of you there
as possible! This is going to be a GREAT summer for boating and reconnecting with folks we have not
seen for way too long.

Have fun and don’t forget to grab someone you haven’t boated with in a while and spend some time
on the water!
Jerry Carr
Rear Commodore
Cell 360 770 8641
Email Jerry.Carr61@gmail.com

Clubhouse Clean-up
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SURPRISE!!
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Memorial Day Anchor Out
Garrison Bay, San Juan Island
May 28- May 31

This is always a fun time. No planned events, but in year’s past
we’ve taken the dingy’s up to Roche Harbor and had a dingy flotilla into Snug Harbor. Hiking, kayaking and paddle boards are
also a fun activity in Garrison Bay. Potlucks and dingy happy
hours somehow always make it into our weekend.

Come join us!
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2021 SYC Steak Fry & Golf Tournament
June 18th – 20th at Lopez Islander Resort
If you plan to attend, you will need to contact Lopez Islander Resort by calling 360-468-2233. They will need the usual data: Name,
boat LOA, power needs, etc. Additionally, to get your boat’s name on record, you need to remind your contact to put the name in
the “Remarks” section of their customer file.
If you are going to join the golf outing, please RSVP to Brad Reading at 425-154-2209 or brad.reading@gmail.com
Friday
5:30 pm BYOB Happy hour and potluck appetizers on the dock
8:00 pm Music and drinks in the bar and boats
Saturday
7:30-9:00 am Breakfast and eye-openers on the dock (provided)
9:00 am Golfers catch a ride in the Islander Resort van to the golf course
10:00 am Golf Tournament, Lopez Island Golf Club (drinks available)
Mid-afternoon van back to the Islander – Hosted by Brad Reading
4:30 pm Tournament awards, auction and raffle
6:30 pm Steak Fry, Islander Club House
Bring your own steak, plate, utensils, plus BBQ tools (tongs, etc.)
Gas BBQ’s will be provided
Please bring a side dish/dessert to share:
A-K: sides/salads
L-Z: desserts
(drinks must be purchased at the bar)
8:00 pm Music and drinks in the bar and boats
Sunday
7:30 am Breakfast and eye-openers on the dock (provided)
Depart docks by Noon: tide at 1200 will be +3.6 feet and rising
Host: Dick Hunter
richard@anam-cara.fun
Lopez Islander Resort 360-468-2233
Monitors VHF 78A
Golf Coordinators
Brad Reading
Beverage Golf cart
Jeff/Jeanne Saether
IMPORTANT: On arrival, make two radio calls
1.

Lopez Islander Resort on VHF 78A to confirm slip assignment

2. SYC greeting crew on VHF 9 for docking assistance

Tides for Upright Head - Lopez
Friday
2021-06-18 0648 AM PDT +3.5 feet Low Tide
2021-06-18 1103 AM PDT +4.5 feet High Tide
2021-06-18 1712 PM PDT +1.5 feet Low Tide
Saturday
2021-06-19 0724 AM PDT +2.2 feet Low Tide
2021-06-19 1258 PM PDT +4.6 feet High Tide
2021-06-19 1811 PM PDT +2.7 feet Low Tide
Sunday
2021-06-20 0054 AM PDT +8.1 feet High Tide
2021-06-20 0803 AM PDT +0.8 feet Low Tide
2021-06-20 1455 PM PDT +5.3 feet High Tide
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Mean Tide at Upright Head is +4.8 feet
An excellent guide to navigating Fisherman Bay can be found on Island Marine Center’s website at
https://www.islandsmarinecenter.com/entering-fisherman-bay/
Another is:

No Grief on a Reef (in your Selene Trawler): Entrance to Fisherman Bay - Ocean Trawler Yachts

Of special note in this are:
•

At zero tide there’s 5 feet of water (questionable)

•

The outer marker is a lighted buoy, “B” in this illustration; the light flashes 4 seconds. I was not able to select only the “B” illustration;
just ignore the others.

•

I disagree with the configuration of this marker: it should be an all-red nun, because keeping it to port as the red-green-red colors
would indicate is an option is a very risky choice. Keep it to starboard and you will be just fine.

•

Stay within 10-20 FEET of the outer marker (shown on the charts as Fl 4s 15 ft 4M

•

Keep the marker to starboard (Red-Right-Returning) and give the green markers a wide berth.

In no event should a boat larger than about 30 feet attempt to enter on a tide of less than 2 feet. On Friday a 2-foot tide occurs at 3:50 PM
and is going down. Therefore it is recommended to arrive near AM high tide at 1103. give or take an hour or so, bearing in mind that the
tide will be going down. Departing on Sunday will be less problematic; morning low tide is +0.8 feet at 8:11 AM and afternoon high tide at
2:55 PM will be +5.3 feet.
“A rising tide floats all boats.”

On arrival, make two radio calls:
1. Lopez Islander Resort on VHF 78A to let them know you have arrived and to confirm your slip assignment.
2. SYC greeting crew on VHF 9 for docking assistance
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Stayed Informed:

Welcome to our Newest Members

Online Newsletter
There is an online archive of past
newsletters on our website.
Attend General Meetings:

Hmmm, who could
I share with how
much I love being
part of SYC??

March 6th & November 6th

Like us on Facebook!

*******Host Needed*******
Reminders:
To view pictures from all events
please click on the link below:

Swinomish Yacht Club –
Pictures
For Event Planning, please visit:
http://
www.swinomishyachtclub.org/
members/events/

Now that the state is in phase three it looks like we can go through
with our calendar of events and get back to boating. Below is a list of
events that are currently without hosts. We really enjoy hosting, it’s a
great way to get to know members of the club as you work together for
the event. If your new to the club and would like to get involved in
hosting, there is sure to be volunteers to help out. I just made
reservations with Sucia for the weekend of August 7 th so that
weekend is confirmed. If you are interested in hosting an event, please
let me know.
Pep
Commodore
Escape

SYC Cookbook—
Send recipes to Wendy Britt at
rwbmega@msn.com or give to her
at any event.

Sucia

August 6th-8th

Crabfest - Roche Harbor

August 27th - 29th

Wagon Wheel

Labor Day

Oktoberfest/Halloween

October 16th

Fall General Membership Meeting

November 6th
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SYC Members - Just a reminder
– If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new
member to SYC who is also a marina tenant, you can both get a
$150 credit to your moorage accounts.
- Use of Reciprocal Dock:
 Peak Season 1 night per visit, 1 visit per month. Electricity is
$5.00 per night
 Off-Season 2 nights per visit, 2 visits per month. Electricity is
$5.00 per night.
See membership book for further details.

•

Photographer and Year Book Editor

•

Website/Online Administrator (Director)
for 2022.

If interested please contact Pep or Felicia Lowe.
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Covid-19—As conditions change, please watch email for any updates
to upcoming events
Event:

Host:

Date:

Commodores Ball

Mitch & Jill Ruth

May 22nd

Memorial Day Anchor Out

No Host

May 28th - 31st

Steak Fry & Golf Tournament

Dick Hunter

June 18th - 20th

* Note: for hosts of club events, if you would like a flyer to be added to the newsletter for your upcoming event please send to

Laurie Hessen at lhessen16@gmail.com at least a month prior to the event. I can assist with content and design.

Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event
Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least one month prior to the event
Send an email to the club about your event at least one month prior
If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to
club members asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to the event
At least 1 week prior to the event, send an email out as a reminder and showing those who
have RSVP’d. Also provide slip assignments, if applicable.
Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for
event planning forms. These forms contain information that you may find helpful
when planning.
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Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Laurie Hessen

Jan Robertson/Tracy Carr
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

