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Hi SYC Members, 
 
 
The Commodore’s Ball was a little late this year, but what a way 
to make your Commodore feel welcome. I can not believe how 
many of our friends came to the Ball. Several of you that we 
haven’t seen in a year and it was so great to see you. It was very 
overwhelming to be the center of attention.   
 
I want to thank Mitch and Jill Ruth and all those who helped put together a very 
special Commodore’s Ball. The decorations were amazing, and the food was great.  
 
I felt a little guilty out boating the weekend before as several of our friends were 
busy decorating. A special thanks to Steve and Cheryl Stinson for starting off the 
evening with a little happy hour get together.  I want to thank Dave Pfost for  
pushing me out of my comfort zone and suggesting going through the chairs, it has 
been a great experience. 
 
In just 5 short years we went from looking for a yacht club to belonging to arguably 
the best group of friends anyone could ask for.  
 
We have a lot of events planned this year. Coming up soon is the Steak Fry and Golf 
on the weekend of June 18th-20th.  Dick Hunter is working on preparing a  
wonderful breakfast for us.  We have Brad Reading heading up the golf portion. For 
those skipping the golf, some of us are bringing our bikes for a ride.  
 
We have already noticed how busy the islands are this year with all the increased 
boat sales and the closed boarder. I guess everyone has discovered our little gem 
the San Juan’s. Our club has even benefitted with all the new members this year. 
 
See you on the water. 
 
Pep 
Commodore 
Escape   



 

 

 

 

Vice Commodore’s Report ...  

Mitch Ruth 
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Vice Commodores Log 

 June, 2021 

 

By the time you read this, May will be a memory as we move into June and a 
more normal summer of cruising. And, oh what a relief that is!!! But what a 
busy month May has been, with two major SYC events with Opening Day at the 
beginning of the month, the rescheduled Commodore’s Ball toward the end, and 
the Memorial Day holiday thrown in. 

 

Jeff and I were honored to kick May off with our Opening Day Celebration, the flag ceremony, 
blessing of the fleet and followed by the fearsome Viking parade. This year’s Opening Day was 
an especially heartfelt one with all of the disruption to our traditions, routines, social outlets, 
and most especially for those to whom we had to say farewell. Both our Commodore, Pep and 
Fleet Medical Officer, Teresa Campbell delivered fitting tributes for those we have lost with 
more than a few tears shed. But spirits were lifted with the boat parade following the pomp and 
circumstance. About a dozen boats braved the stiff winds in the channel that day in their  
fearsome Viking vessels. This year’s parade winners were Glen & Linda Beam aboard “Half-the
-Beam” for an “honorable mention” with a $25 gift certificate to  the LaConner Brewery,  
Ellingon’s with their Viking hoard aboard “Harmony” won 2nd Runner-up and a $50 gift  
certificate to Sliders, Sjostrom’s and their fearsome canine “Mavis” won 1st Runner-up with a 
$75 gift certificate to Hellam’s and the Grand Prize went to Saethers’ aboard “Pillager” (aka Sea 
Psalms) and a $100 gift certificate to the La Conner Pub/Tavern. We also welcomed Todd and 
Mo Olason aboard Nehalennia as SYC’s newest members later in the evening with the hearty 
SYC AAARRRRGGGGHHH and a toast to many future events!   
 

Unfortunately, I was not able to attend Pep’s Commodore’s Ball as family matters called me 
away. But Jeff filled me in on what I missed and he talked about how many were there, how 
much fun everyone was having, and the record number of Past Commodores in attendance. I 
was so sorry to miss it, especially with not being able to see many of you for the past 14 
months. But it was great to hear that there was such a huge turn out! 

 

Next we look forward to one of our most popular events, the Golf Tournament and Steak Fry 
out at Lopez Islander Resort. Dick Hunter is our host for the steak fry and Brad Reading for the 
golf. I believe the slips are sold out for the weekend, but give Dick a call if you’re interested as 
he has the details on what is/isn’t available.  

 

DownEasy is so eager to get out on the water this year, as is her crew. We will be keeping an 
eye out for the red, white and blue of the SYC burgee of SYC on your boats! 

 
Cheers, 
 
Cryss. Toycen 
Vice Commodore 
DownEasy 
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 Rear Commodore’s Report ...  

Rear Commodores Log 

 

Hello, and welcome to summer. At least it feels that way! 
 
What a great  evening welcoming Pep in as our new Commodore at 
the  
Commodore’s Ball. If you didn’t make it we missed you. It was a very 
fun party. Thanks to Mitch and Jill Ruth and all the elf helpers, you 
did an amazing job! 
 
I’m going to mix it up a little in this post and talk about a fun weekend we had  
celebrating our 35th wedding anniversary. Tracy and I couldn’t decide where to go but 
knew we wanted to go in the boat for a long weekend. We thought about all the usual 
spots but are growing a little weary of the same old places. And those of you who know 
us we got a bigger boat because we got a bigger dog! Makes sense right? But the bigger 
boat didn’t come with a dinghy (on order). But until then we are camping dockside due 
to the bigger DOG….lol. So we decided to try somewhere different. Bellingham? We had 
the best time. We stayed in Squalicum harbor in front of the Bellweather hotel. It was 
an easy walk to the main harbor shopping area… (man shopping …Lummi fisheries 
supply)….hehe. Its also 1.2 miles up town to Boundry Bay Brewery for a nice lunch and 
refreshment of choice. On Saturdays there’s a farmers market across the street from the 
brewery that’s also kind of fun. 
 
Long story short if you’re looking for an alternative, Squalicum Harbor is a pretty fun 
spot to go. We didn’t call ahead but I’d advise it. The folks at the marina office were 
great. As an alternative you can also try the reciprocal dock at Bellingham Yacht Club. 
It’s located in the main marina. 
 
Have a great time on the water and hope to see y’all at the Steak Fry at the Islander in 
June. 
 
Jerry Carr 
Rear Commodore 
 

Cell 360 770 8641 

Email Jerry.Carr61@gmail.com 
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Opening Day 



 

 



 

 

June 18th – 20th at Lopez Islander Resort 
 

If you plan to attend, you will need to contact Lopez Islander Resort by calling 360-468-2233.  They will need the usual data: Name, 

boat LOA, power needs, etc.  Additionally, to get your boat’s name on record, you need to remind your contact to put the name in 

the “Remarks” section of their customer file. 

If you are going to join the golf outing, please RSVP to Brad Reading at 425-154-2209 or brad.reading@gmail.com  

Friday  

5:30 pm BYOB Happy hour and potluck appetizers on the dock 

8:00 pm Music and drinks in the bar and boats 

 

Saturday 

7:30-9:00 am Breakfast and eye-openers on the dock (provided) 

 

9:00 am Golfers catch a ride in the Islander Resort van to the golf course 

10:00 am Golf Tournament, Lopez Island Golf Club (drinks available) 

Mid-afternoon van back to the Islander – Hosted by Brad Reading 

 

4:30 pm Tournament awards, auction and raffle 

 

6:30 pm Steak Fry, Islander Club House  

Bring your own steak, plate, utensils, plus BBQ tools (tongs, etc.) 

Gas BBQ’s will be provided  

Please bring a side dish/dessert to share:  

A-K: sides/salads 

L-Z: desserts 

(drinks must be purchased at the bar)  

 

8:00 pm Music and drinks in the bar and boats 

 

Sunday 

7:30 am Breakfast and eye-openers on the dock (provided) 

Depart docks by Noon: tide at 1200 will be +3.6 feet and rising 

 

Host: Dick Hunter 

richard@anam-cara.fun 

Lopez Islander Resort 360-468-2233 

Monitors VHF 78A 

  

Golf Coordinators 

Brad Reading 

Beverage Golf cart 

Jeff/Jeanne Saether 

     IMPORTANT: On arrival, make two radio calls 

1. Lopez Islander Resort on VHF 78A to confirm slip assignment 

2. SYC greeting crew on VHF 9 for docking assistance 
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    2021 SYC Steak Fry & Golf Tournament 



 

 

Tides for Upright Head - Lopez 

Friday 

2021-06-18  0648   AM PDT +3.5 feet  Low Tide 

2021-06-18  1103   AM PDT +4.5 feet  High Tide 

2021-06-18  1712   PM PDT +1.5 feet  Low Tide 

Saturday 

2021-06-19  0724 AM PDT   +2.2 feet  Low Tide 

2021-06-19  1258 PM  PDT  +4.6 feet  High Tide 

2021-06-19  1811 PM PDT   +2.7 feet  Low Tide 

Sunday 

2021-06-20  0054 AM PDT   +8.1  feet  High Tide 

2021-06-20  0803 AM PDT   +0.8  feet  Low Tide 

2021-06-20  1455 PM PDT   +5.3  feet  High Tide 

 

Mean Tide at Upright Head is +4.8 feet 

 

An excellent guide to navigating Fisherman Bay can be found on Island Marine Center’s website at  

https://www.islandsmarinecenter.com/entering-fisherman-bay/ 

Another is:     No Grief on a Reef (in your Selene Trawler): Entrance to Fisherman Bay - Ocean Trawler Yachts 

Of special note in this are: 

• At zero tide there’s 5 feet of water (questionable) 

• The outer marker is a lighted buoy, “B” in this illustration;  the light flashes 4 seconds.  I was not able to select only the “B” illustration; 

just ignore the others. 

• I disagree with the configuration of this marker: it should be an all-red nun, because keeping it to port as the red-green-red colors 

would indicate is an option is a very risky choice.  Keep it to starboard and you will be just fine. 

 

• Stay within 10-20 FEET of the outer marker (shown on the charts as Fl 4s 15 ft 4M 

• Keep the marker to starboard (Red-Right-Returning) and give the green markers a wide berth. 

  

In no event should a boat larger than about 30 feet attempt to enter on a tide of less than 2 feet.  On Friday a 2-foot tide occurs at 3:50 PM 

and is going down.  Therefore it is recommended to arrive near AM high tide at 1103.  give or take an hour or so, bearing in mind that the 

tide will be going down. Departing on Sunday will be less problematic; morning low tide is +0.8  feet at 8:11 AM and afternoon high tide at 

2:55 PM will be +5.3 feet. 

“A rising tide floats all boats.” 

 

On arrival, make two radio calls: 

1. Lopez Islander Resort on VHF 78A to let them know you have arrived and to confirm your slip assignment. 

2. SYC greeting crew on VHF 9 for docking assistance 
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Wine & Dine 
July 16—18 

Cap Sante Marina, Anacortes 

RSVP to : knot.irish@gmail.com 
Please provide:  
- Captain name 
- Boat name 
- Overall length 
- Check-in and check-out dates 
 
Land Yachters, please RSVP with how many in your party will be 
attending Friday night and Saturday. 

Join us for an afternoon of wine tasting with  

La Conner Wine Maker, Skagit Cellars   

 

A portion of all wine sales will be donated to SYC 
 

You will be able to talk directly with the wine maker.   
Support a local business, as well as our club by  

purchasing their wine.  We are encouraging everyone to 
purchase wine for their dinner from Skagit Cellars.   

Schedule of events: 
Friday night:  
  6:oo pm - Potluck appetizers 
 

Saturday : 
   8:00 am - Light breakfast, bloody mary’s & screwdrivers 
  3:00 pm - Wine Tasting with Skagit Cellars (hors d’oeuvres provided) 
  6:00 pm - Italian Spaghetti Dinner (cost is $5.00 per person) 
 

Sunday: 
  8:00 am - Light breakfast 

mailto:knot.irish@gmail.com


 

 

Welcome to our Newest Members 
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    P.O. Box 602 

    La Conner, WA  98257 
 

Stay Informed: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

Online Newsletter: 

There is an online archive of past 

newsletters on our website.  

 

 

Attend General Meetings: 

March 6th & November 6th  

 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

 

 

Reminders: 

To view pictures from all events 

please click on the link below: 

Swinomish Yacht Club – Pictures 

 

For Event Planning,   

please visit: 

http://

www.swinomishyachtclub.org/

members/events/ 

 

SYC Cookbook — 

Send recipes to Wendy Britt at  

rwbmega@msn.com or give to her 

at any event. 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate 

interest and family involvement in boating 

 

SYC Members - Just a reminder  

– If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new member to 

SYC who is also a marina tenant, you can both get a $150 credit to your 

moorage accounts. 

 

- Use of Reciprocal Dock: 

 Peak Season: 1 night per visit, 1 visit per month. Electricity is $5.00 

per night. 

 Off-Season: 2 nights per visit, 2 visits per month. Electricity is 

$5.00 per night. 

See Yearbook for further details. 

Keith & Leslie Christenson 

 

Mark & Noele Irish 

 

 

http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/pictures/
http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/2020-pictures/
mailto:rwbmega@msn.com
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• Photographer  

• Yearbook Editor  

• Website/Online Administrator (Director) for 2022 

If interested, please contact Pep or Felicia Lowe 

 

I.C.E. 
In Case of Emergency, A.E.D. Defibrillators can be located on: 

Paradiso - Mitch & Jill Ruth 

Fish Tales - Brent & Gretchen Malone  

Too Nuts - Be & Peter Riesselman 

             *******Host Needed******* 
Now that the State is in phase three it looks like we can go through with our calendar of events and 

get back to boating. Below is a list of events that are currently without hosts. We really enjoy  

hosting, it’s a great way to get to know members of the club as you work together for the event. If 

you are new to the club and would like to get involved in hosting, there is sure to be volunteers to 

help out. I made reservations with Sucia for the weekend of August 7th, so that weekend is  

confirmed. If you are interested in hosting an event, please let me know. 

 

Pep 

Commodore Crabfest - Roche Harbor August 27th - 29th 

Wagon Wheel Labor Day 

Oktoberfest/Halloween October 16th 

Fall General Membership Meeting November 6th 
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Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources: 

• Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event 

• Provide event information to the Newsletter Director at least one month prior to the 

event 

• Send an email to the club about your event at least one month prior 

• If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass 

email to club members asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to the event 

• At least 1 week prior to the event, send an email out as a reminder and showing 

those who have RSVP’d and provide slip assignments, if applicable 

• Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for  

      event planning forms – these forms contain information that you may find helpful   
      when planning 

* Note: for hosts of club events, if you would like a flyer to be added to the newsletter for your upcoming event 

please send details to Laurie Hessen at lhessen16@gmail.com at least a month prior to the event.    

Event: Host: Date: 

Steak Fry & Golf Tournament Dick Hunter June 18th - 20th  

Kids Cruise Jeff & Cryss. Toycen July 9th—11th 

Wine & Stein Dan & Rebecca Irish July 16th—18th 

 

Covid-19—As conditions change, please watch email for any updates 

to upcoming events 



 

 

Custom Ordering Now Available! 

The Swinomish Yacht Club has a close relationship with  
SignMart in Mt. Vernon and they have kindly  

created a website just for us 
 

At any time you may order online at this website:  
https://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp 

 
- Shop clothing or accessories 
- 2 logo options 
- Boat name (optional) 
- Bring in your own article of clothing to have embroidered 

 
Club embroidered logo options are similar to these: 
 

   

 

Cheers and Happy Shopping! 

Jan Robertson & Tracy Carr 
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SYC Ship’s Store 

https://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

