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Before sitting down to write my first article as your 2022 Commodore, I took a few minutes to
read through the January articles of the incoming Commodores from past years. It seems that
my feelings are much the same as those that came before me: honor, fear, pride, intimidation,
humility, and love for this club and its members. Going through the chairs was not a place I ever
thought I would find myself. I made a career out of being “the man behind the curtain” rather
than the Wizard himself. But what I learned from that movie was that it takes all of us to keep
our Oz running. I want to thank Pep Lowe, our newest Past Commodore, for his leadership. He
had his hands full as we had to reimagine events and he taught us how to be flexible.
In 2021, we saw a record number of new members and with that I would like to introduce
‘myself. My husband, Jeff, and I joined SYC in 2005 and since then I have served on the board for
much of that time in many capacities: Ship Stores Manager, Newsletter Editor, Website
Administrator (for a short time), and most recently I started my journey through the chairs to
now Commodore. I have had the pleasure to work with many Commodores through these years and I have learned so much
from each of them. Those lessons are not only about the club and how it functions, but the best lesson is to listen to other
members’ comments and concerns. This information is invaluable and helps guide the officers and board of director’s
decisions. Please bring your feedback and questions to any one of us; we are here to listen and help. As has always been the
case, this club belongs to all of us.
Not only do we have new faces in the chairs and on the board, but as you have noticed, we have a new look to the newsletter
and new events on the schedule. You will also notice there are several opportunities to host events. Hosting is a great way to
meet members, to exercise your creativity and to put your mark on the event. This is where we as members make the biggest
impact. Events are not just about us having fun, but it’s also great advertising to others walking the docks seeing us having a
great time. Those folks could be our next new members. So let us know what event you would like to host!
I am a fan of traditions, both old and new. The definition of tradition is the transmission of customs or beliefs from generation
to generation. Taking from our club’s history, it was created to promote safe boating, family, and fun. I am reminded that they
too, had to remain nimble to change due to a world war and their tenacity in the early days kept our club going. From that
tenacity was borne the memories and traditions that we, today, get to enjoy. In honor of the past Commodores, I would like to
carry on with those traditions and put our mark on them. I am really excited for a new year and a great year of cruising and
camaraderie. I’m also looking forward to meeting each of our new members and to catch up with our more “established”
members!

Upcoming Events:

Happy New Year to you all from Jeff and I.
Cryss. Toycen
Commodore
DownEasy

48.23.64 N 122.29.74 W
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Commodore’s Ball

January 29

Seattle Boat Show

February 4-12

Sweetheart Pub Crawl

February 11-13

Friday Fun Night

February 19-20

New Member Breakfast

March 5

Spring Membership Mtg

March 5

Bowling Extravaganza

March 11-13

Jerry Carr, Vice Commodore

Gregory Lenke, Rear Commodore

Pep Lowe
Past Commodore

Jeff Seather
Facilities

Rebecca Irish
Treasurer

Laurie Hessen
Newsletter

Jame Witzel
Secretary

Aaron Jensen
Web Administrator

Tyler Clawson
Port Captain

Amy Roosa
Membership

Teresa Campbell
Fleet Medical Officer

Brent Malone
Dockmaster
Dick Hunter
Reciprocity

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate
interest and family involvement in boating
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Hello all and welcome to 2022!
As we usher out 2021 and look forward to 2022, please continue to stay safe and healthy!
On to a way more fun topic! We, the chair members, thought it would be good to recap who we are and
why we chose to support the club and step into a leadership role. I’ve met many of the members but
haven’t met everyone and certainly not all of our new members which I’m looking forward to.
Ok here goes….
As a young boy growing up in Juneau Alaska, my dad was an avid fisherman. There were so many early morning
Saturdays spent on the waters around Auke bay. I learned how to run the boat at a young age as dad handled all the
lines. Those were simple days and awesome memories. We moved to LaConner as I entered middle school and shortly
after the family purchased another boat. San Juan islands here we come…lol.
After graduation, I went to college for a year but wasn’t committed. What I really wanted to do was be a commercial
fisherman. So I did! I spent a year in south east Alaska on a purse seine boat (Storm Bringer). Fun but no money. Not
what I signed up for. On to working on a tender (Maverick of deadliest catch fame). We traveled the whole Alaska
coastline from southeast Alaska all the way up to Nome and back down to southeast again purchasing fish for Peter Pan.
Again, fun but not much money. I jumped at the offer to work on a crabber in the Bering sea that my brother was
running. Not always fun and games working for family but we made it work and the money started coming in. The
company converted the boat to a trawler and we started fishing pollack. Now we’re having fun and making money!
Except for one thing… I met my wife. Lol. Best thing that ever happened to me. If you’ve ever heard the term “fishing and
family don’t mix” it’s true. No more fishing! On to new adventures.
After leaving the fishing industry, I was offered a job working for Texaco now Shell, and worked there for 31 years.
During that time Tracy and I raised 3 kids. We stayed boating but in a different way. The kids were into camping, lakes
and tubing. Once the kids left the nest, it was time for a grown up boat and back to the San Juans.
We moored the boat on C dock in Shelter Bay and quickly met Neil and Cathy Brosnan and Pep and Felicia Lowe. Both
couples said you gotta join the Swinomish Yacht Club! It’s so much fun. We have the best members! So we did! And we
do have so much fun! Tracy and I felt right at home from the very beginning. So much so that when asked to join the
board and go through the chairs it was an honor and very easy decision. The reason I joined the chairs besides being
asked was not to change but to build on a legacy of leadership that was already well established. It’s going to be a great
year working with Pep, Cryss, Greg, and Tyler! And without saying the rest of the leadership board! It really is a team
effort and that’s what makes it so much fun.
In closing, I’d like to wish everyone a Happy New Year and let’s make 2022 awesome!
Jerry Carr
Vice Commodore SYC
Boat: Hotel California

Page 4

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, Gregory Lenke. It is an honor that I
have been elected as your next Rear Commodore of the Swinomish Yacht Club.
My wife, Brenda and I, live in Bothell Washington, where we built our house 42 years ago. We raised two
daughters, Jennifer and Jessica who, along with their husbands, still live in the area. We have the joy and
pleasure of having five grandchildren, whom we enjoy immensely. Our daughters, their husbands, and our grandchildren
all love boating. We love to be able to boat as a family and our grandkids call us Nana and Poppy.
Our older daughter Jennifer, her husband, Russ and their two daughters Ava and Audrey are also members of the
Swinomish Yacht Club. The name of our boat is Serenity. After Jen and Russ purchased their boat, they asked if they could
name their boat, “A Little Serenity,” which was a special honor for Brenda and me.
I work as an independent insurance adjuster, specializing in the handling of semitruck accidents and construction and
logging equipment. I’ve done this for years and it seems like every case has a little something different that continues to
pique my interest and motivate me.
Brenda has worked with me in our business but now devotes her time to being a homemaker and spending time with her
grandchildren, which she loves to do.
The first major purchase that Brenda I made after we were married, Yep, a boat! I started rowing a boat when I was three
years old. The old saying holds true, “You can’t strain the boat out of a boater’s blood.”
We joined the Swinomish Yacht Club in 2019 shortly after we purchased our present boat. We have enjoyed all of the
outings which we have been able to attend. We realize that the Covid restrictions have prevented longer cruises but with
the easing of restrictions, we hope that we will be able to make some lasting memories with longer cruises into the
Canadian San Juan’s and beyond. Hopefully, some of these trips will be with our fellow SYC members.
We keep our boat, Serenity, at the LaConner Marina, and it was natural when we started looking for a club to join
Swinomish seemed the most logical. We have been embraced by many of you and we have certainly enjoyed the
comradery. We are looking forward to being part of the board, helping to organize some of the activities, and getting to
know more of you as time goes by.

As your Rear Commodore, I would like to get to know each of you better and I will be taking the opportunity to call all of
the members and have at least a preliminary discussion with each of you. I want to be available to your questions or
concerns and I want you to feel comfortable in being able to reach out to me on a one-on-one basis.
Thank you again for allowing me to serve!
Gregory Lenke
Rear Commodore
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New Year’s Cruise
Commodore’s Ball

December 31 – Jan. 2
January 29

No Host
Outgoing Commodore Lowe

Lopez Island
Clubhouse

Seattle Boat Show
Sweetheart’s Pub Crawl
Friday Fun Night
New Membership Breakfast
Spring Membership Meeting

February 4-12
February 11-13
February 19-20
March 5
March 5

Port of Skagit
Toycen/Beam
Sisk
SYC Board

Bowling Extravaganza

March 11-13

HOST NEEDED
HOST NEEDED

Century Link Field Seattle
La Conner
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse

Clubhouse Clean up &
Shakedown Cruise
Boating Safety Day & Vessel
Inspections
Opening Day
Memorial Weekend
Anchor Out
Steak Fry &
Golf Tournament
La Conner 4th of July &
Dock Potluck
Kid’s Cruise

April 9-10

Rear Commodore

SJIYC Clubhouse
Friday Harbor
Clubhouse/Recip. Dock

April 23

HOST NEEDED

Clubhouse/Recip. Dock

May 7
May 27-30

Vice Commodore Carr
No Host

Clubhouse/Recip. Dock

June 17-19

HOST NEEDED

Lopez Island

July 4

No Host

La Conner

July 8-10

Games: Gretchen Erga
Meals: HOST NEEDED

Roche Harbor

Wine & Stein

July 15-17

Cap Sante

Clam Bake

August 5-7

HOST NEEDED
HOST NEEDED

Labor Day Weekend Cruise
Past Commodore’s Breakfast

September 3-5
September 10

No Host
Past Commodore Lowe

Past Commodore’s Salmon
BBQ
Fall Cruise

September 17

Past Commodore Lowe

Farmhouse Restaurant – Anacortes
Clubhouse

September 23-26

HOST NEEDED

TBD

Stich ‘n’ Bitch (craft day)/
Potluck/Football
Oktoberfest/Halloween

October 14-16

No Host

Clubhouse

October 29

Clubhouse

Fall General Membership
Meeting
Reindeer Romp

November 5

HOST NEEDED
HOST NEEDED

November 26

HOST NEEDED

La Conner

Christmas Decorating Party

December 3-4

HOST NEEDED

Clubhouse

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

December 10

Rear Commodore

Clubhouse

Sucia Island

Clubhouse

Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources: http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/events/


Provide event information to the Newsletter Director at least two months prior to the event



Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event



Send an email to the club about your event at least one month prior



If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to club
members asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to the event



At least 1 week prior to the event, send an email out as a reminder and showing those who have
RSVP’d and provide slip assignments, if applicable
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Upcoming Events
As you can see, we have lots of great events planned for 2022!
For more information, check out the event notices in the newsletter or, for RSVP info.,
see below:

January 29 – Commodore’s Ball
If you haven’t already, please send your RSVP by Jan. 10th to Pep & Felicia Lowe via
email: pflowe@frontier.com or call/text to 425-418-0381.

February 4-12 – Seattle Boat Show
We will be teaming up with the Port of Skagit County to help them man their booth
for the show. Our role is to help them spread the word about the marina and its
amenities and it also helps us put out a word for the club. If you sign up to help, you
receive free admission to the show. Contact Cryss. Toycen at 425-478-6707 for more
information and/or to sign-up.

February 11-13 – Sweetheart’s Pub Crawl & Poker Run
This is a really fun event and this year we will be crawling through La Conner. Join Glen
Beam and Cryss. Toycen by calling/texting 425-478-6707 or email:
downeasy01@gmail.com

February 19-20 – Family Fun Night
Make plans to join Mike Sisk and Janine Bombach for a night of family fun, games,
activities and food. You can RSVP to them via email to sisk_mike@hotmail.com or
call/text 425-418-6722.

Event Hosts Needed!!!
March 5 – Spring Membership Meeting
March 11-13 – Bowling Extravaganza
These events are coming up soon and are in need of hosts. Again, hosting is a great
opportunity to meet members! Please let anyone on the board know that you would
love to help by emailing board@swinomishyachtclub.org
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The Commodore's Ball is coming up on January 29th
Due to limited seating and for the catered dinner, RSVP is required. We do need
RSVP's by January 10th.
Please RSVP to Pep & Felicia Lowe for the Commodore's Ball:
Email: pflowe@frontier.com
Text: 425-418-0381
As we get RSVP's, we have been emailing back a response that we’ve got you on
the list. If you have not gotten back a reply from us and would like to
attend, please email/call or text your RSVP.

February 4-12 – Seattle Boat Show
We will be teaming up with the Port of Skagit County to help them man their booth
for the show.
Our role is to help them spread the word about the marina and it’s amenities and it
also helps us put out a word for the club.
If you sign up to help, you receive free admission to the show.
Contact Cryss. Toycen at 425-478-6707 for more information and/or to sign-up.
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Date: February 11-13
Time: Gather at the clubhouse at 11:30am
12:00 pm - Crawl Begins
4-4:30 pm – Return to clubhouse
5:00 pm – Last Card Draw and Reveal
Dinner following
Where: Watering Holes in LaConner
Activities:
Join us for a fun day of adult beverages and a friendly game of poker.
Participants will be divided into 4 teams and each team will be sent off with
a map of the pubs and beverages holes. Each team will visit four of those
watering holes and a time limit at each establishment. When the bill is
settled the team will receive a card. At the end of the “crawl” portion of the
event, teams will gather at the clubhouse to receive their last card. The team
with the best hand will win a prize and bragging rights.
Sunday, February 13 is the Super Bowl and we will be stoking the fire and
setting up the TV for the game. Bring your favorite football dish and your
beverages and join us. There may be a betting pool started for the game.
More details will be coming on that.
We will end the night at the clubhouse with music, food and fire. Food will
be potluck style and BYOB.
A-L: Main dish or side dish
M-Z: Dessert
Hosts: Glen Beam & Cryss. Toycen

Please RSVP to downeasy01@gmail.com or call/text 425-478-6707
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Come join us for Family Fun Night 2022!!
When: Saturday February 19th through Sunday February 20th, 2022
Where: Swinomish Yacht Club
Time: Clubhouse will open at about 2 p.m. on Saturday to set up tents for those who would like
to “campout” in the clubhouse with us and anyone that wants to show up early.
*We will have games and movies for the kids and of course some for adults! If you would like to
bring your favorite game please feel free.
*Food for Saturday night will be the traditional personalized homemade pizzas with all the fixings. We will also have breakfast on Sunday. If you would like to contribute please bring a kid
friendly dessert!
*This event is a lot of fun for the kids and kids at heart! Please RSVP to Mike Sisk at
sisk_mike@hotmail.com so that we have a plan and an idea on how much food is needed for this
event.
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SYC Ship’s Store
Custom Ordering Now Available!
The Swinomish Yacht Club has a close relationship with
SignMart in Mt. Vernon and they have kindly
created a website just for us
At any time you may order online at this website:
https://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp
- Shop clothing or accessories
- 2 logo options
- Boat name (optional)
- Bring in your own article of clothing to have embroidered
Club embroidered logo options are similar to these:

Cheers and Happy Shopping!
Jan Robertson & Tracy Carr
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Michelle Evans & Tony Anderson

Arrgh!

**Rates for visitor moorage are changing January 1**
May - September: $1.25 per foot/night
October - April: $1.00 per foot/night
$5.00 per night for electricity

I.C.E.
In Case of Emergency, A.E.D. defibrillators can be located on:
Paradiso

- Mitch & Jill Ruth

Fish Tales

- Brent & Gretchen Malone

Too Nuts

- Be & Peter Riesselman
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SYC Cookbook
Think you missed the deadline for submitting recipes?
Absolutely not!
Your committee is cookin’ right along with collecting recipes. It
doesn’t matter whether you use the recipe collection sheet. So,
send them by email, snail mail, and Pony Express to:
Email: R3adventures@msn.com
Snail Mail: Katie Reading
154 Nootka Pl
La Conner, WA 98257
Pony Express: Bring to any event
Wendy Britt: 425-239-7587
Katie Reading: 425-238-5431

Page 13

View More Photos Here:
2021 Event Pictures – Swinomish Yacht
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