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Jeff Toycen

Twice a year we gather for SYC Membership
meetings and this year is no different, as we all gather for
our Fall meeting November 9th to discuss the 2013 year
and make decisions for 2014. Please plan on attending
because you have a voice in what this club does. Not only
is this a business meeting, but we also have a crab feed to
offer up if the meeting alone isn’t enough to entice you
through the clubhouse door!
Topics of discussion will be regarding our current finances, the 2014 budget and approval thereof, along with
nominations for new board members, and the 2014 Boating Family of the Year as well as recognizing our outgoing
board members. I hope that you can find time to attend
this meeting.
I’m thankful for all the help that you as members of SYC
have given at events both past and upcoming this year, whether it was by attending an
event or helping organize one. We have had great success in our outings and all the
events for 2013 either came in under budget or actually made the club money through
raffles or donations. It’s because we have such a great group that we are able to do the
events we do.
As this year slowly draws to a close I want to remind everyone that we have our Christmas Boat Parade December 7th and have included an invitation to ALL tenants in the LaConner Marina to participate. We are fortunate to have a great working relationship
with the marina and they graciously offered to enclose in all there billings to tenants for
the month of November a flyer to invite them to join us in the parade....I’m grateful for
their offer and perhaps we may gain a few new members because of this. It’s a time for
us to show off SYC and all we have to offer. The theme for the year is The Lights of
Christmas, so that certainly makes it pretty easy to decorate your boat!! Let’s make this
the largest parade ever in LaConner and gather as many participants as we can.
I look forward to seeing you at the SYC Clubhouse or on the docks!

Cheers and Happy Thanksgiving,

Jeff Toycen
Commodore
DownEasy

See you at
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Saturday, November 9th
SYC Clubhouse
The cost is $15 per adults and kids eat free. Please bring a side dish or a dessert to share if you
could. There will be free wine available.
Jim Neal, Glen Beam and Ray Graham will be hosting this year’s event and will begin cooking the
crab at the clubhouse around 5:00pm. Friday night. They would love any extra help, so bring a
crab cooker , if you have one and join in.



5pm.— Happy Hour; wine & beer will be provided
 6pm.—Call To Order for the Meeting
 7pm.—All-You-Can-Eat Crab Feed
$15 per adult—kids eat free
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share




There will also be an artwork raffle donated to the club from a local artist. Each paying adult will receive one raffle ticket and additional tickets will be $1 each. Look
for Will Cox to get your winning ticket!!!
Any questions call. Jim Neal at 425-737-6240, Glen Beam at 360-708-8539 or Ray Graham at 425
-765-0092.

See You All There!!!
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In accordance to SYC’s Bylaws, notice of the new slate of Officers and Directors is to be made to
the membership at least 10 days prior to the November meeting. Unfortunately, your newsletter
editor was derelict in her duties and did not get the newsletter posted in this time frame. She
apologizes for this error and is now posting the slate for your information now:
Rear Commodore

Randy Ayers

Port Captain

Bob Davisson

Directors

Jenny Janda
Brent Malone
Mary Lee
Tom Aydelotte

The Commodore will call for additional nominations from the floor so if there is someone out
there interested in helping to shape the future of SYC you will still have that opportunity. Once
the Nominating Committee’s report is accepted, the membership will cast its vote.

“ Stop the Presses “
The Federal Government is going into uncharted waters, deep sixing the paper
charts that it has been printing for mariners for more than 150 years. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration announced that the traditional
paper charts won’t be printed after mid-April 2014.
The agency will still chart the water for rocks, shipwrecks and dangers, but mariners will now have to use private on-demand printing, PDF’s and electronic
maps.
NOAA sells about 60,000 charts each year, for about $20 each, the same price it costs to print them.
The trouble is NOAA doesn’t print them, the Federal Aviation Administration does. The FAA wants
to stop printing them to save money, but since they sell them for what it costs to print them we’re not
sure where the savings are. The FAA took over federal chart making in 1999 and on Oct. 15 told NOAA it was going to stop the presses.
It costs NOAA about $100 million a year to survey and chart the nations waters and it will still spend
the same money, but provide the information in a less traditional way.”
Most of us mariners rely more and more on our electronic charts, but it’s a good idea to keep the traditional paper charts on board in case of an electrical meltdown. The old paper charts also make
great wall decorations .
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Tessa Aydelotte

Jeff Toycen,
Commodore
Tessa Aydelotte,
Vice Commodore
Steve Hoeft,
Rear Commodore
Dave Pfost,
Past Commodore
Cheryl Stinson,
Treasurer
Bobbie Arthur,
Secretary
Glen Beam,
Port Captain
Joshua Ellingson,
Fleet Medical Officer

Directors
Cryss. Toycen,
Newsletter/Website
Mike Rawls,
Reciprocity
Ed Brooks,
Facilities
Will Cox,
Membership & Fundraising
Bill Kortum,
Long Range Planning
Gretchen Malone,
Event Coordinator

We have finally slipped out of Fogtober and
into November. Fall and winter brings us some
great activities at the Clubhouse. November 9th is
the Fall Membership Meeting. The board has been
hard at work and you should expect the meeting to
be very informative. The Christmas Parade on the
water, December 7th is always a fun way to start
the holiday to season. Another not-to-miss event!
As we celebrate Thanksgiving this month, I
wanted to take the opportunity to thank those
members who stepped up and hosted the many
events this year. Each of you cared enough for the
club and your fellow members to share your time
and skills! It’s the events that help us all bond together as a group. Thank you very much!
I would also like to take a second to thank our Rear Commodore, Steve
Hoeft, for all his effort put into keeping our board of directors strong. Nominations
have been made for all of the open officer and director positions, on which the membership will affirm with their vote. Nominations from the floor will be accepted on
the day of the meeting. Thank you to the members who have stepped up. I am excited for our club’s future and it truly has a tapestry of great members. Great Job, Steve!
The 2014 budget is in its preliminary stages. I have been working closely with
Treasurer, Cheryl Stinson, and Commodore, Jeff Toycen. These are not easy discussions and I’m proud of our efforts. The budget for 2014 will be presented at the November General Membership Meeting. In the event that you are not able to attend, I
will post the 2014 budget in the Members’ Only section on our website. A special
meeting was held by the current officers in mid-October to discuss terms of renegotiation of the club’s lease with the Port. We anticipate a positive announcement
very soon and we were all pleased with what was accomplished.
Here’s your chance to participate! It is time, once again, to produce the 2014
SYC Membership Directory and we are in need of couple of volunteers to contact the
area businesses to renew their advertising in it or to begin advertising. Our Yearbook
is a great tool for local businesses to reach our well respected club. Can you help
out? Mary Pfost and Kim Streit did a wonderful job these past few years, and have
made some great connections with local businesses. These businesses are happy that
we are here in La Conner, as we are them! Please let me know at
tessa.aydelotte@gmail.com if you would be interested in this position.
Look forward to seeing you at the Fall General Membership Meeting!
Cheers,
Tessa Aydelotte
Vice Commodore
Docktails
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Mark you calendars to join us for SYC’s Christmas Lighted Boat Parade! This year’s theme:

The Lights of Christmas

3-5pm.— Registration for Boats in the Parade
 5pm.—Captains’ Meeting (mandatory )
 6pm.—Parade Begins
8-ish—Baked Potato Bar @ Clubhouse, Music, & Dancing
 BYOB—Club will provide mixer




There is a rumor that Santa Claus may be making an appearance so be sure to bring along the kids,
grandkids or the kids-at-heart!
Please RSVP to Steve Hoeft (360) 708-5390 before November 30th or if you have any questions.
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Steve Hoeft

Is it November? I would like to wish all my fellow SYC members a Happy
Holiday Season! I know this is a busy time for everyone, but please mark these
dates on your calendars. November 9th for the Fall General Membership Meeting
and Crab Feed. At this meeting, we announce the nominees for the open board
positions and I am happy to report that the nominating committee has nominees
to fill all these positions. However, if you want to be or know someone who
wants to be on the board of directors, we will be taking nominations from the
floor during the meeting.
November 23rd will be the Clubhouse Christmas decorating party. This
will be Mexican theme pot luck. Please bring your favorite Mexican dish and come
help decorate the clubhouse. I plan on starting the decorating at 3:00 p.m. and eat
around 6:00 p.m. This event is a BYOB.
December 7th is the Christmas Boat Parade and is always a fun event. The
Swinomish Yacht Club has invited the marina tenants of the Port of Skagit County and all the people who moor
in the Shelter Bay Marina and the Shelter Bay Yacht Club to participate in the parade. For those of you that have
not participated in the past, what usually happens is you bring your boat to the guest dock in the south basin the
morning of the parade (there will be no moorage fee to stay on the dock for the parade) and then we spend the
day putting lights on our boats to win the prize for “Best Decorated Boat”! It’s a lot of fun watching everyone get
ready. Let’s make this one of the largest and best parades we have ever put on!
The parade is scheduled to start at 6:00 p.m. Parade registration will be in the clubhouse from 3:00 to
5:00 p.m. with a short, mandatory Captains’ meeting at 5:00 p.m. led by our Port Captain Glen Beam. Glen will
be giving instructions on the parade route, what VHF channel to monitor during the parade and other useful information. After the parade, come to the clubhouse and enjoy the potato bar, music, conversation and, possibly,
some dancing. This is a BYOB event, but the club will provide the mixers.
Rumor has it that Santa is going to make an appearance, so make sure and bring the kids or the kid at
heart.
Steve Hoeft
Rear Commodore
Slip Away

Winter Moorage & SYC Reciprocal Dock
Do you know of someone looking for a place to winter over? Wouldn’t the SYC Reciprocal dock in LaConner be
the perfect place to do that? It’s close to the heart of historic downtown LaConner with it’s great shopping,
galleries and restaurants. SYC has winter moorage available for boats up to 50’ in length from now through
April 30th. The port’s current winter rates apply and include lease hold tax and 30 amp power. Contact Brent
Malone, SYC Reciprocal Dockmaster at brent.malone@kiewit.com for the current rates and availability.
At the September meeting, Brent Malone brought up some inconsistencies in usage of the reciprocal dock by
other yacht clubs and those using power and not. So beginning immediately there will be a flat rate to use the
reciprocal dock of $5 per night, regardless if power is needed. All other restrictions of use of the dock applies.
Consult the website for SYC reciprocal privileges: www.swinomishyachtclub.org/reciprocal or on page 101 of
the 2013 SYC Membership Directory.
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The U.S. Coast Guard is proposing changes
to the buoyage in Swinomish Channel. The following excerpt and graphic are from the Local Notice
to Mariners 35/13:
The USCG is proposing to move the point
at which the ATON in the Swinomish Channel
change the general direction of marine traffic. In
channels such as Swinomish, where vessels can
enter the channel from two different directions,
there must be a point where the colors and numbers on the ATON switch to conform to the rule of
red ATON on the starboard side when returning
from sea.
The current ATON configuration changes
direction at Swinomish Channel South Entrance
Buoy 26 (LLNR 18875), approximately two miles
north of La Conner. Multiple mariners have stated
that this point of change is arbitrary and confusing.
For this reason, the proposed new point for the
change in direction is in the vicinity of the city of
LaConner, the logical destination for vessels returning from sea. The following aids to navigation will
remain in the same position, but will change their
color and number:
Swinomish Channel South Entrance Buoy 22
(LLNR 18860) to Swinomish Channel North Entrance Buoy 33; Swinomish Channel South Entrance Buoy 23 (LLNR 18865) to Swinomish Channel North Entrance Buoy 34; Swinomish Channel
South Entrance Light 25 (LLNR 18870) to
Swinomish Channel North Entrance Light 32;
Swinomish Channel South Entrance Buoy 26
(LLNR 18875) to Swinomish Channel North Entrance Buoy 31.
For more information go to:
http://waggonerguide.com/content/proposedswinomish-channel-buoyage-change
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HOLIDAY BLOW OUT SALE!!
SYC hat, sweater and jacket in either red or navy all
for $50 (a $110 value!) Limited to stock on hand.

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

