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Jeff Toycen

Wow! What a fantastic summer cruising season.
Not only was the weather on our side for the events that
the club put on, but the attendance was great too. An
added bonus this summer was the new members that
joined along the way. Welcome to you all!! I hope that as
many or more boats show up for the Wine & Dine/ Oyster Run in Anacortes.
As many begin to wind down their cruising season, remember there are many activities taking place at
the club house throughout the rest of the year.
Please mark your calendar for the November 9th membership meeting at the club house. This is your chance to
give input and also opportunity to step up and host an
event for 2014. Bring your ideas and any thoughts/
concerns you might have to that meeting. We will also be
voting on new board members that evening. Interested in volunteering yourself for a position on the board? Contact myself, Tessa Aydelotte or Steve Hoeft.
Let’s continue having fun even if the weather changes and requires a little heavier clothing.
Thanks to everyone that has hosted or participated in the events we have had so
far this year, your support of SYC has been great. I look forward to more fun as the year
winds down.
Cheers to you all,
Jeff Toycen
Commodore
DownEasy
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Yes, this year we are combining the
two events. The event will be held on September 20, 21 and 22 at Cap Sante Marina in Anacortes. Lynn Hoeft and Glen Beam will be
hosting the event. We have many slips available
for moorage and one of the new party tents
reserved.
Our idea is to keep the event simple and low cost to the club. We thought everyone could bring two bottles
of their favorite wine to share; members could then tell why they enjoy it. We could all then have a little taste. If
you would also like to bring your favorite cheese that goes with your wine so much the better.
For the “”Easy Riders” of our club, there will be a motorcycle ride beginning Saturday morning until about
3:00pm., after which we will have three folk singers performing in the party tent followed by the wine tasting at
4:00pm. After the wine tasting, will be dinner on your own. The BBQ will be available in the party tent for anyone
wanting to use it or choose from the many restaurants a short walk from the marina. After dinner everyone is invited to downtown Anacortes for dancing. There is usually outdoor dancing at the Majestic Hotel.
Then, of course, the madness begins with the arrival of thousands of motorcycles in the otherwise sleepy
town of Anacortes on Sunday. There is lots to see and do and eat.
Please let us know if you can come and we will make your moorage reservation. Call Lynn Hoeft at 360-7705640 or Glen Beam at 360-708-8539.

2013 Wine ‘n’ Dine
& Oyster Run
September 20-22, 2013
Cap Sante Marina , Anacortes, WA

Swinomish Slough Review ... by Glen Beam
Six dinghies and thirteen fun folks joined in on the river run on August 3rd. The five-minute hike to Fort
Whitman on Goat island was extremely exciting. Finding the 1908 pre-World War I fort was similar to discovering
the pyramids. The fort is one of six forts that were built to protect the Puget Sound and the only one that is inaccessible by car. The fort has four gun emplacements and is beautifully preserved and liter free. We lunched there feasting on
tuna fish served on nutritious, white-bread sandwiches.
From there went went across the slough to the sand
spit where we drank beverages and ate bar-b-qued brats. The
day ended with a free Elvis concert at Shelter Bay. It was a
great day. Check that fort out if you get a chance.
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Saturday, October 5th @ the SYC Clubhouse
This year the Past Commodores will be serving up a roasted pig, luau-style with all the
trimmings ... so be sure to RSVP to
Dave Pfost @ pfostman@aol.com
the cost will be $10/person and will include dinner & dessert
watch next month’s newsletter and your e-mail for more details.

October 26th @ SYC clubhouse
Don’t miss out on the music, beer & brats this year!! Randy Ayers & Mary Lee
have a “raucous good time” planned for us so keep an eye out for the October
edition of the Channel Marker and on the website for more details!!
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...

Tessa Aydelotte

Jeff Toycen,
Commodore

September is probably our favorite
month for cruising in the Northwest. The summer crowds are dwindling, and typically our
Indian Summers give us great weather. We
are currently in Desolation Sound, slowly making our way home. After beginning our cruise
in Anacortes with an electrical fire, then having
issues in Port McNeil with a broken generator,
and our battery chargers failing in the Broughton’s, things have finally settled down. The
weather we hoped for is here and we have
even caught a few shrimp. It was great to
cross paths with Will and Yvonne on Westerly
at Pierre’s at Echo Bay in August.

Tessa Aydelotte,
Vice Commodore
Steve Hoeft,
Rear Commodore
Dave Pfost,
Past Commodore
Cheryl Stinson,
Treasurer
Bobbie Arthur,
Secretary
Glen Beam,
Port Captain
Joshua Ellingson,
Fleet Medical Officer

Directors
Cryss. Toycen,
Newsletter/Website

There is still one more on-the-water
summer event to attend: Wine ‘n’ Dine in combination with the Oyster Run. These
events individually, in the past, have been great and combined I’m sure will be an
event not to be missed!
I hope everybody was able to take some time to enjoy being on the water this
summer!

Manager
Mike Rawls,
Reciprocity
Ed Brooks,

Tessa Aydelotte
Vice Commodore
Docktails

Facilities
Will Cox,
Membership & Fundraising

Washington Boater
Education Cards ...

Bill Kortum,
Long Range Planning
Gretchen Malone,
Event Coordinator

Are you 50 years of age or younger? Do
you have your Washington Boater Education card? If not, it could cost you
$87. That is the amount of the ticket
that Sheriff Deputies will issue you if you
do not have it. Next year those 60 and under will be required to have one. So, if you
haven’t already, here’s a link to the “official Washington Boating Course”: www.boated.com/washington
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Steve Hoeft

What a run of nice weather we have had this summer! I just love being on
the boat and waking to blue skies and no wind. I can’t think of one outing this year
that we had to find some place to hide from the weather. We really do appreciate
when Mother Nature gives us these spectacular days out on the water. It makes it
all worth the time and money.
Fall is just around the corner. What we like best about fall boating is less
people on the water. If you decide you want to go to a marina for the night you
don’t have to call ahead for reservations. If you need fuel you don’t have to wait in
line. If you want to anchor out somewhere there is always plenty of room wherever you want to go. One problem with fall boating is that we are losing daylight
hours. It makes places like Roche Harbor, Garrison Bay just out of reach on a Friday night for us slower boats. We are very lucky to live here in the Pacific Northwest with so many boating destinations to choose from.
As Rear Commodore I get the honor of assembling a nominating committee. This committee is selected
to nominate members to our Board of Directors. They also help select the new Rear Commodore for the following year. These nominees will be announced at our fall membership meeting. Another task the nominating committee has is to select the Boating Family of the year. This year’s nominating committee is: Shannon Hugel (past
commodore) Mark Jacobson (past commodore) Randy Ayers, Mary Lee and Lynn Hoeft. If you want to enhance
your SYC experience step forward and contact one of the people above. I can’t remember having more fun with
the club than I am having now. Helping the club operate is rewarding.
Positions on the Board Directors that need to be filled are:
Facilities Director
Membership Director
Event Coordinator
Officers Positions:
Rear Commodore
Port Captain
Steve Hoeft
Rear Commodore
Slip Away

2013 Clam Bake Wrap-up
Beautiful weather and a great turnout made the 2013 Clam Bake
a big success. A total of 21 boats made the trip to Sucia with 47 people.
I would like to thank everyone who attended for making the event
a success. Everyone pitched in for the morning breakfasts to the cooking of the clams. As is tradition, a large bonfire ended the evening with good music and fellowship.
Special thanks to my wife Cathy who did the majority of the work organizing the event.
Wayne Welde
Pictures will be posted to the photo gallery on the website soon!!!
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Vessel Assist Rescues Family Off Whidbey Island
Sep 7 2010 in Currents, Uncategorized by Marty McOmber

Vessel Assist Captain John Aydelotte and his wife, Trish, rescued a family of four from a powerboat that ran out of
fuel west of Whidbey Island during last Friday’s storm. The Aydelottes run a boatyard and marine towing and salvage
operation from Cornet Bay on north Whidbey.
The following is Captain Aydelotte’s account of what happened:
At about 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 3, Vessel Assist dispatch relayed a call of a mariner on a 24-foot Maxum running out of
fuel west of Whidbey Island, about a mile offshore. They were unsure of their location, and it took Trish about 30
minutes to define their position. We responded aboard Able, the 44-foot flagship of our fleet, due to storm conditions
existing at the time.
As we exited Deception Pass into the Strait of Juan de Fuca , we encountered extreme conditions — five- to eightfoot seas and winds of 15 to 35 miles an hour. This made for an exciting ride; attempting to locate this tiny boat in the
maelstrom was quite difficult. As we arrived on scene, another Mayday in the area began. It seems a 28-foot sailboat
with three people on board was experiencing difficulty in these big seas. The Coast Guard launched a 41-foot vessel
and a helicopter to this sailboat.
We made numerous attempts to pass the towline to the powerboat. It was difficult due to the lively action and breaking waves. We finally successfully passed the towline to the owner of the Maxum on his bow. He made a bridle from
his docklines and we began to take a strain on the towline. The vessels would not stay in step in the beam seas. We
were being blown onshore at a rapid rate. We began towing away from the lee shore.
As we beat our way offshore, the nearby Mayday call became active on the Marine VHF radio. The rescue helicopter
was on scene and attempting to remove the sailors from their boat. The rescue boat called Coast Guard command
and informed them that they were operating in extreme conditions, exceeding their operational capabilities. They
were then stood down and returned to port, leaving only the helicopter to rescue the men on the sailboat, abandoning
their vessel to the seas.
At that point, we were quite busy trying to find a towing speed that the two vessels could proceed together (in step)
at. We turned and began the tow toward Deception Pass and safe harbor. This put us beam to the seas, rolling both
vessels about 30 degrees as we proceed. Not fun! When we finally reached the shelter of Deception’s passage, it
was quite a relief.
We proceeded through the pass with the tide in our favor at 9 knots! We entered Cornet Bay and pulled the rescued
vessel alongside. The owner, Crispin Roberts, his wife, Molly, and their two children Loshan and Fiona, were still
quite frightened and excited, thanking us repeatedly for braving the storm to save them. We pulled into our slip at the
marina, secure at last! There were hugs all around and four souls saved.
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Composite Propane Cylinder Recall
In May of 2013, The US Department of Transportation has issued an
“Emergency Recall Order” for all LPG composite cylinders manufactured by The Lite Cylinder Company as per the following Emergency Order No. 2013-002. The recall notice
specifically identifies those cylinders manufactured under DOT-SP 14562 (and DOT-SP 13957 as authorized
therein), DOT-SP 13105, any cylinder re-qualified under H706, and any cylinders manufactured under
M5729.
Lite Cylinder Company has submitted a Petition for Review with DOT seeking to amend several portions of
this Recall Order. It is unknown as to when or to what extent, if any, portions of this recall may be modified.
Until such time, users of this product are directed to immediately cease use of the cylinders identified in the
recall.
Under no circumstances should a cylinder described in the emergency recall order be filled, refilled, or used
for the transportation of hazardous materials. All cylinder sizes are involved in this recall: 10#, 20#, 25# and
33#.
For more information about this recall and what you should do if you have one of the recalled cylinders go to:
http://www.propaneproducts.com/catalog/lite-cylinder-44-1.html

Fuel Tax “Lid” Removal - SHB 1954
RBAW Legislative Issues - for more information on what’s happening go to http://
www.rbaw.org/legislativeIssues.html
During the last week of the 2013 Session, as the House moved a bill that includes $9.5 billion in new transportation
revenue (financed largely by a staged 10-cent increase in gas tax, weight fees, and bonding), House Transportation
Committee Ranking Member Ed Orcutt (R-Kalama/20th District) inserted an amendment into the bill (SHB 1954)
that fully removes the fuel tax “lid” by 2029 of whenever current transportation revenue bonds tied to 2003 and
2005 gas tax measures are paid off. This is a very positive amendment that would eventually remove the 23-cent
gas tax lid on non-highway-purpose accounts for boating (RRA), off-road vehicles (NOVA) and snowmobiling. Unfortunately, the lid removal depends on the passage of a transportation revenue package and that package “died” in
the final days of the 2nd Special Session. As of the writing this report, the Senate has scheduled a series of Town
Hall Meetings/Listening Sessions on transportation, and there is still some chance that the Legislature will hold a 3rd
Special Session on transportation in November or December on transportation. If that happens, we need to keep
the ‘lid removal” issue alive – and we also want to ensure that we are commenting on this issue at several of the
Town Hall meetings coming up.
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It’s never too early to
start your holiday
shopping for the boater in your family.
Check out what the
SYC Ship’s Store has
to offer!

206-406-3200
shipstore@swinomishyachtclub.
org

You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

