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Here we are entering the holiday season—at least that is
what the commercials on TV are telling us. Personally, I try
to slow it down just a bit with the World Series and Seahawk football. Right now, we are getting ready to meet all
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then before you know it Thanksgiving, my birthday, and
Christmas will be here, all in that order. (Just had to get the
birthday in there.)
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Hopefully, most all of you will be at the clubhouse for the General Membership
meeting. It is sure to be a blast with Mitch and Jill Ruth hosting the event. We’ll
have to see who Jill comes as—will it be Ginger or Mary Anne from Gilligan’s Island?
Maybe Mrs. Thurston Howell the 3rd. That will be fun, for sure.
Don’t forget that if you’re looking for the perfect transition to the Christmas season,
head on out to Roche Harbor for Thanksgiving. When you wake up from the turkey
coma the day after Thanksgiving you will experience the beginning of the Christmas
season. You might even be able to pick something up for that special secret Santa
gift that everyone will want to know where you got it. You will be the hit at work or
the senior center if you’re retired.
Then after you get back thankfully and safely from Thanksgiving it will be time to
come back to the Clubhouse for decorating the clubhouse for Christmas and maybe
even the ladies will gather together to go play some reindeer games. We can always
use all your help decorating the clubhouse, too. If we get it done early, then maybe
we can head on out to the various restaurants for an even grander time. Cindy and I
have helped with the decorations for the last four years and it is always very fun and
surprisingly satisfying to see how the clubhouse can be transformed.
Follow that up with the Christmas Boat Parade and
then you have the funnest party in town. Come join
in the fun of the parade by dressing the boat up in
the theme of Christmas Vacation—there won’t be a
house lit up any better than your boat. Rumor has it
that Santa might make an appearance because of all
the fun people in the clubhouse. It will definitely be
a grand end to 2017—come join us and find out
where folks are headed for New Year’s Eve.

Bob Davisson
Commodore
Happy Day
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SYC CHRISTMAS PARADE
Saturday, Dec. 9th
5:00pm—Captains’ Meeting—Clubhouse
6:00pm—Parade Time—Swinomish Channel

BOAT DECORATING ON THE GUEST DOCK

Stews, soups and salads to follow the parade at the clubhouse. Everyone
please bring a dessert to share as we have a Merry time.

Let’s light up those boats!!!
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Mike Sisk

Here we are coming up on the end of the year already. Man, does time fly when
you’re having fun. We have had a good boating year as we went to a lot of new
places, met new friends. If there is one thing I can come away with this year it is
to go on an adventure, short or long, with someone new to get to know better. We
did that this summer and made some lifelong friends. I would encourage
everybody to venture outside their comfort zone as it will reward you in many
ways. I am absolutely venturing outside my comfort zone by going through the
chairs, fast track style, and being Commodore next year. This is not my cup of
tea, so to speak, to get up in front of a group of people and speak. Don’t be
surprised if you see me taking a few shots of “sinfire” while I’m up in front. I hope I’ll do well and don’t
let any of you down. I have gotten to know a lot of you which makes it easier, just a little, so I will do my
best.
I have been setting up the calendar of events for next year along with the budget. We need hosts for
events and I would encourage people to buddy up with another couple or two. This will allow you to get
to know other people. Or maybe some veteran members could ask a new member to help them host an
event to help new members get involved. I feel that we have a good group of members with good
enthusiasm and we are going to have a good year next year.
Our Fall Membership meeting is this month, however I will not be attending because of prior
engagement I need to attend. I will give my report to Bob to present at the meeting. I can’t wait to see
what your favorite character will be to dress up as from the 60’s, 70’s TV show. Be sure to take lots of
pictures. I’m sorry to have to miss the meeting.
We have one final event to top our year off next month with the Christmas Parade. This is a big event
that the whole town gets up for, as it brings a lot of people into town. The entire boardwalk along the
water is full, as are the restaurants. The theme this year for the parade is Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation
so get the creative juices flowing as we decorate our boats. I have invited the Fidalgo Yacht Club to join
us this year for the parade. I think this will be good to involve other clubs from time to time, to make new
friends. Nothing ventured nothing gained!!!

Mike Sisk
Vice Commodore
Wanderlust
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*** Winter Moorage
Available ***
There is still winter moorage available on the reciprocal dock for a boat up to 50 ft.
It is available until May 1st, 2018
Those seeking moorage need not be a member. So if you know of someone looking
for a temporary spot, give Brent a call.
For rates and more information call or text
Brent Malone, SYC Dockmaster
425-754-3049

If you think boating is “done” for the season because summer is over … think again! Come on out, join
your friends, and give Winter Boating a try.
There are several of us SYC boating friends that are spending the Thanksgiving weekend at Cap Sante
Marina. Bring your boat, warm clothes, your favorite holiday dish, and share good times with your
boating friends.
Another chance to experience Winter Boating with fellow SYC friends is New Year's Eve at Lopez Islander Resort in Fishermen's Bay. Bring your boat or come by ferry and stay at the hotel (make your
reservations early).
***Please note - these are SYC Un-Events and no animals were harmed in making this notice.
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Daniel Irish

Once in a while I get together with a few guys in the LaConner south basin on one of their boats for a few cocktails and a bunch of laughs. The evening is capped off by
wandering into town for dinner. The other week, on one
of these evenings, as we were leaving the dock for town,
one of us heading into town in his dinghy (one guess
who that was), the rest of us walking up to our car. The
evening was just wonderful. No wind, sun setting, very
calm water and really not cold, just a bit brisk. One person said, man we live in the best place ever! We all had
to agree. Being on the water (even just tied to the dock) is the best. I have had
opportunities over the years to move to other parts of the USA for work and I
have always turned it down, because of the beautiful water we have here. After
dinner that night, the moon was a perfect crescent shape. One of the guys said,
“look you can almost see the cow jumping over”. That might have been the
cocktails talking, but it was very beautiful. Dark all around it, a bit of light shining on the mountains and the water. Again, what a wonderful place we live!
What a great event we had on October 21st at the club house. Octoberfest / Halloween party. Many thanks to all that arranged, cooked and cleaned up. It was
a great time. Our next outing is our Christmas parade, scheduled for December
9th. The theme is “National Lampoon Christmas Vacation”. So, get out your
lights and get your boat decorated. There will be a fun time all day on the LaConner guest dock and in the evening after the parade in the club house. Mark
your calendars and get ready.
Winter boating is always something we look forward to each winter. Not that
we want the warm weather to leave, we just know that boating does not stop
just because the heat goes away for a few months (ok, many months). Winter
boating is so cool (no pun intended) because the docks are so empty, we seem to
be the only ones there. Most of the time the water is pretty calm. Sometimes
not, but I did say “most of the time”.
We will be involved in two SYC un-events coming up and I would like to make
sure you all know about them. First, some of us are heading over to Anacortes
for Thanksgiving. Turkeys have already been ordered and will be cooked there
on the dock. If you can join us, please do. We are heading over on Wednesday
afternoon and staying till Saturday. Come Thursday, come Friday, there will be
much fun to have. Bring food to share.
(cont. on page 7)
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Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

Edison
Where there’s a river, there’s a bar. Where there’s a bar, there’s beer and baseball.
Me and a group of guys left LaConner, went around the north side of Sammish
Island and took the dinghies up the Sammish Slough to the two bars in Edison. It took about two hours in some rough
seas, but we found the entrance to the slough (ditch), which took us right to the back door of the Longhorn Tavern. The game was on, the burgers were cheap and appropriately greasy, the fries were hot, the bartender pretty, the
atmosphere was simple and rustic.
Another gem of Edison was right across the street at the Edison Tavern. It was clean and light with thick cedar planks
on the walls. It also sports not one, but two full-size shuffle boards. It is hard to find any shuffle boards nowadays.
The game was on, and the Coors Light was cold, served by a young gal dressed in flannel and wearing a big, bright
smile. Perfect!
If you are around LaConner or Anacortes, and you have a few hours for lunch and the Mariners, head up the Sammish
Slough on a high tide in your dinghy and enjoy two rustic watering holes in the cute little town of Edison. You won't be
sorry. It's a surprising stop.

Rear Commodore’s Log ... Cont.
Daniel Irish

Cont. from page 5

The other un-event is the granddaddy of them all. New Years at Lopez. This trip is what I look forward to
all year. Last year was the first time I missed it in 10 years due to back surgery. I understand it was one of
the most attended in years. All I have to say is, “you all better come back this year!” We have the dock, the
bar and the hot tub all to ourselves (for the most part). If you don’t want to bring your boat they do have
rooms to rent. It is a lot of fun with a lot of relaxation. Consider joining us this year.
Well, until next month, thanks for reading….
Daniel Irish
Rear Commodore
Knot Irish III
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Excerpted from www.boatus.com

Getting The Best Of Repairs
By Caroline Ajootian
Let's be honest, breakdowns and must-do repairs are a matter of when, not if. Being prepared helps, and
the BoatUS Consumer Protection Bureau has tips for making the experience less stressful.
Regardless of how adept you are at routine repairs and maintenance work, the time will come when you need the
services of a marine mechanic or carpenter. Don't wait for a breakdown! The best time to find a good technician is
before an emergency occurs.
If your boat and engine are still covered by the manufacturers' warranties, your local dealer will be your first stop.
Even if the problem isn't covered by warranty, it's a good idea to discuss the problem with the dealer because work
done by a non-dealer might void the warranty. If warranties aren't an issue, ask boat-owning friends or consult with
a local marine surveyor to get recommendations for a carpenter, marine electrician, and engine mechanic. A repair
shop with a mobile unit will make life easier if your boat can't be moved from its berth. Talk with the technician beforehand to get an idea of labor rates, travel charges, and other considerations.

When There's A Problem
Your first step should be to prepare a written outline of what needs to be corrected. This will form the basis of your
work order when repairs begin. Particularly with engine problems, describe symptoms, rather than making a stab at
what's wrong if you're not sure. Next, get several quotes for the job. Written estimates are essential for all highticket repairs. Be aware that only a handful of states have vessel repair laws that require written estimates. Reputable companies will have no problem working with you on this. For complex repairs, such as structural hull work,
consult with a marine surveyor and consider having the surveyor serve as a liaison with the repair shop.
Boat repairs can be complicated, so unforeseen obstacles are common. For example, what appears to be a minor
leak through the cabin portholes can cause unsuspected rot in wooden structural members. Ask your repair shop
how much similar repairs have cost in the past, and what kinds of problems are possible along the way.
Your repair list will become more detailed and may expand as you discuss the project with the shop or mechanic.
Be sure the mechanic has a copy of your work order when the project begins.

(cont. on page 9)
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(cont. from page 8)
To keep your sanity and checkbook reasonably intact,
keep in mind the following:







If your budget is tight, make this clear before the job begins. The shop may be able to suggest ways to complete the project in stages.
Get a written estimate before work begins. Even so, an estimate is only an approximation of how much repairs
will cost if unforeseen problems crop up later.
Ask for a target completion date and write this into your work order.
Ask if the repair shop will warrant its work — there's no requirement that they do — and get a clear explanation
of what this entails; 30- or 60-day guarantees are the norm and may only cover parts, not labor.
When tackling large jobs, boat repair shops often require payments at various stages of the project. Be sure to
verify that each stage has been completed before paying. If you can't be on hand yourself, consider hiring a
marine surveyor to make periodic checks.
Ask the shop to obtain your authorization before proceeding with unforeseen repairs or when work goes beyond the estimated price. Ask to have old or damaged parts returned to you.

When Things Go Awry …
Before you pay the repair bill, inspect and, if necessary, sea-trial your boat or engine. Reporting problems immediately will make it easier to get the shop to take responsibility and correct them.
Rely on a marine surveyor for a second opinion if you're unhappy about workmanship or how repairs were made.
Contact the manufacturer for assistance when warranty repairs are faulty.
If the shop refuses to cooperate, file a clear, written complaint with the shop, and keep all invoices to document
your complaint.
Most boatyards and marinas require payment in full for repairs before boats leave their premises. Maritime law
gives providers of goods and services — for example, marinas, boatyards, and mechanics — the right to take legal
action to "arrest" boats until repair and storage bills are paid. The legal process even gives them the right to recoup
the value of their services by selling boats, or property on board, if bills aren't paid promptly. Good service or bad,
it's up to the consumer to either pay up or prove that the debt is unfair.
To improve your chances of avoiding billing disputes and maritime liens:






Ask for references before having repairs made. If you break down far from home, contact your boat manufacturer for suggestions about reliable shops in the area.
Meet with the mechanic to discuss questions you have about the completed repairs or your invoice.
Demonstrate good faith by agreeing to pay for undisputed portions of your bill.
Get a second opinion from another mechanic or a marine surveyor.
Don't stop payment on your check after you pay your repair bill. This can be interpreted as intent to defraud the
repair shop and you might find yourself facing criminal charges.

How BoatUS Can Help
Before doing business with a new repair facility, check for complaints online in the Consumer Protection Database;
my.BoatUS.com/consumer/, or contact the Bureau at 703-461-2856 or consumerprotection@BoatUS.com.
Check out the free, online BoatUS "Guide to Marine Service" at www.BoatUS.com/MarineServices.
Marine surveyor referrals are available at www.BoatUS.com/insurance/survey.asp.
If you can't resolve problems with a repair facility, contact the Consumer Protection Bureau.
Our informal dispute resolution program for members is an effective way to solve complaints.
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Even more benefits than just great people with the
Swinomish Yacht Club!
Swinomish Yacht Club has just been accepted into the BoatU.S. group program. When joining BoatU.S. or renewing your membership you will receive the discounted membership dues of $15 and 10% off water towing membership (vessel assist). An email will be sent out with the group code to use when signing up or renewing.
Here are a few of the benefits of membership of BoatU.S., visit boatus.com for more discounts:

BoatUS Graphics

Boat Show Tickets

Members get 10% off and
free shipping on orders over
$75

Members save at some of the
largest boat show across the
country

Slip/Purchase Discounts

Repair Discounts

West Marine
Members can earn a $10
West Advantage Gold Rewards certificate for every
$250 spent at West Marine

Fuel Discounts


Island Petroleum Services
Friday Harbor, WA



Semiahmoo Marina

Slip & Purchase Discounts
Blaine, WA



Port Ludlow Resort
Slip Discounts
Port Ludlow, WA



Port Hadlock Marina
Slip Discounts
Port Hadlock, WA





Latitude Marine Services



Cascade Marine Service



Scanlan Marine Services



Camano Marine

LaConner, WA
Everett, WA
Everett, WA

Bait/Repair Discounts
Camano Island, WA

Ganges Marina
Slip Discounts
Ganges, BC



Egmont Marina Resort

Slip & Purchase Discounts
Egmont, BC

See www.BoatUS.com for more locations

In addition to the BoatU.S. discounts, if you set up an account with Fisheries as a Swinomish
Yacht Club member you will receive discounts on some of their merchandise.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

