Swinomish Yacht Club

Channel Marker

March 2019

Commodore’s Log ...

Inside this issue
Commodore’s Log

1

Vice Commodore Report

2

Rear Commodore Report

3

Bowling Extravaganza

4

Cypress Head Picnic

5

Spring Cleanup/Shakedown
6
Cruise
In Other News

7

In Other News

8

SYC Boating Safety

9

Boats, Bars and Baseball

10

Upcoming Events

11

Ships Stores

12

Events
Feb 23

Family Fun Night

Mar 2

New Membership Breakfast

Mar 2

Spring General Membership

Mar 15-17

Bowling Extravaganza

Mar 23

Fidalgo Yacht Club Social

Mar 30

Cypress Head

Apr 6-7

Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown
Cruise

May 4

Opening Day

Jun 14-16

Steak Fry & Golf Tournament

July 4

La Conner 4th of July Parade & Dock
Potluck

Jul 12-14

Wine and Stein

Aug 9-11

Sucia Run

Aug 23-25

Crabfest

Sep 14

Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ

Sep 20-22

Oyster Run

Oct 19

Oktoberfest/Halloween

Nov 2

Fall General Membership Meeting

Dec 1

Reindeer Romp

Dec 6

Christmas Decorating Party

Dec 7

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

Daniel Irish

Living in the Seattle area for well over 60 years now,
I have seen winter snow storms that lasted for weeks
(which is a long time for this area), but NEVER in
February! December and January maybe, but not
February. Wow, that was a surprise. Here I was
getting my mind set on early spring and then here
comes the snow. And yes, I have to admit, I screwed
up one time and crashed my car in the snow. Not to
bad, but bad enough. Ok, I am done with snow this
year. Let us move on, looking for the spring weather.
Just a few weeks ago, there was a fun time at the clubhouse for the Family
Fun Night. Rebecca & I were not able to attend, but I heard some great
things about it. About 20 people total with 5 children. Mike & Janine
planned a great fun time for everyone, including two “pinatas”. One for the
younger kids and one for the little older ones. I am not sure, but it sounds
like even some of the adults put on the blind fold and took a whack or two.
Dinner for the evening was “make your own personal pizza”, with you own
toppings. Sounds like a lot of fun was missed by all of us that did not attend.
The morning was started with “build your own omelet”.
Thank you, Mike & Janine for hosting this event.
The 3rd week in March, our clubhouse is rented to the Fidalgo Yacht Club
(Skyline Marina, Anacortes). They are boating to La Conner marina, Friday,
for a fun event in La Conner. As they did last year, the Fidalgo Yacht Club is
inviting SYC members to join them again this year. They are planning a
“potluck” dinner Friday night, which we, SYC members are asked to join
them for that evening. This is a great way for our club to get to know the
other clubs in the area. This is very generous of them. So, please mark your
calendars, the date is Friday night, March 22nd at 6pm at our club house. We
are asked to bring a dish to share and BYOB. (SYC will provide you with
dinner place settings). I will send out an email in a week or so, asking for
RSVP’s, so they know how many to plan for that night.
Well, bundle up and keep warm. It is still a bit cold out there. Warm weather
will be here before you know it (we hope).
Daniel W Irish
Knot Irish III
Commodore
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Mitch Ruth
Greetings All!
I hope most had the opportunity to attend this last Seattle Boat Show. Beyond a
being a grand event for “window shopping”, it is a wonderful way to see new
directions that the boating world is going and a great source for information.
All of this made me feel like a kid in the proverbial candy store. I really enjoyed all
the vendors showing off their newest and best products. If it had something to do
with a boat, it was there!
Myself and other board members also took the opportunity to represent the SYC
by helping man the Port of Skagit’s booth at the boat show. It’s a great way to meet more boaters, share a
little about the marina, LaConner and attract more boaters to the club. It was a lot of fun too!
One simple, cheap favorite from the show was a high temp, chemical resistant, amazingly strong
silicon tape that only sticks to itself. It’s a must have on any boat. I know some day it will save my bacon.
If you haven’t seen it before, ask me to show you what I got for my tool box.
I was really amazed at the new technologies and improved materials being introduced into the boating
world; lighter, stronger and faster boats that provide better fuel efficiencies, with less noise and more
luxury and comfort. My personal favorites and the hardest to walk away from is the new technologies for
navigation. The new displays look almost like a super high resolution video game. While most of these
new electronics aren’t actually “new”, they are becoming more commonplace throughout the industry
which is making them more affordable for the average recreational boater. No, none of it is cheap. But,
these are valuable tools that most of wouldn’t venture far from port without.
The harsh reality is that most of us will need to keep an eye on and start budgeting for some of these
newer improved technologies sooner or later because most of our existing electronics are having support
phased out. That means we won’t see software upgrades for much longer and we may not be able to have
the hardware serviced much longer either. Personally, we find ourselves in that very situation as
Raymarine is no longer providing support for our electronics that are less than 10 years old. Frankly, I’m
rather looking forward to larger displays with improved clarity, more information, improved accuracy,
seamless integration with my entire electronics array and the ability to update maps and software almost
instantly over the internet. Yes, gone are the days of having to pull memory cards from our head units, go
home, go online, download maps, etc., go back to the boat, insert cards, install and hope it all
downloaded correctly. I’ve wiped the memory card and on the head unit memory more than once and
had to re-install 2 or 3 times to get it right. It is far simpler now. A welcome change.
Speaking of feeling like a kid in a candy store; I am still drooling over FLIR; (Forward Looking
InfraRed) a thermal energy detection technology used in planes, ships, tanks and even some high end
cars for recognizing distant objects in fog and in the dark. FLIR is amazing! I don’t know about anyone
else, but radar still leaves me a little nervous navigating in fog because it doesn’t show small close objects
in the water. (I have never navigated in the dark with radar.) FLIR is better than having night vision
goggles and will allow you to see hazards like debris that radar would not detect. If you haven’t seen it,
seriously, check it out. I definitely will be adding FLIR to our navigation/radar array. By the way, I see a
new mattress in our boats future too.. this technology and comfort has greatly improved too…. I wasn’t
kidding about the candy store.
So if you missed the boat show, you missed a lot of fun and information.
Mitch Ruth
Paradiso
Rear Commodore
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Pep Lowe
As I sit here writing this report, I notice the days
getting longer and winter is almost behind us. I think
we can all agree that is a good thing after all that snow
we experienced.
We just got home from a great weekend at the
clubhouse for family fun night. Many of us came
without kids and we all had a great time. Mike and
Janine did a fantastic job on hosting such a fun event.
The clubhouse cleanup and shakedown cruise is April 6 & 7th . We’ll be asking for
volunteers to help clean up what this winter has left behind. We’ll be cleaning the
roof, washing windows, removing cobwebs, raking leaves outside and cleaning the
kitchen and refrigerator, and whatever other projects are on the list. We start
around 8-9 am with coffee and muffins then finish up around noon or 1pm.
Usually the cleanup goes quick and we seem to get plenty of visiting in which is
important since that’s what this club is all about. We will be providing lunch
either at the clubhouse or hopefully on the dock.
In the last couple years, the shakedown cruise has been canceled due to bad
weather but we are hopeful this year that the weather will cooperate. Weather
permitting, we’ll then cruise over to Coronet Bay (just east of the Deception Pass
bridge). We will have a potluck dinner on the dock. Please let Pep or Felicia Lowe
know if you are willing and able to lend a hand at pflowe@frontier.com or
360-387-0678.
It has been a long winter, hope to see you there.
Pep
Escape
Rear Commodore
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BOWLING EXTRAVAGANZA – 2019
MARCH 15 – 17 @ FRIDAY HARBOR

March is almost upon us and what do we do in March??!! We BOWL!!! Steve and Cheryl Stinson
on board “Sea Nile” will be hosting the Wild and Crazy 2019 SYC Bowling Tournament. We have
the linear dock out by the ferry landing reserved again this year.
Please contact Steve or Cheryl (not Port of Friday Harbor) with your request for moorage
reservations. Let us know what nights you will need along with your boat
name and length overall.
FRIDAY
6 PM Potluck Happy Hour … bring an appy to share

SATURDAY
9-ish Continental breakfast and eye-openers on the dock
12:00 – 1:30 Bowling at Paradise Lanes
Costs: $4.25/adults & $3.75/kids & seniors (includes ball) $3.00/shoes
You are permitted to bring your own “Adult Beverage”
2:00 – 3:30 Lunch and Awards ceremony at Downrigger Restaurant
Dinner is on your own
SUNDAY
9-ish Continental breakfast and eye-openers on the dock
Noon Check out

RSVP slscks@msn.com (360)770-3988 Cheryl
(360) 770-3109 Steve
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March 30th, 2019

Come to a picnic on Saturday, March 30 at Cypress Head
Park on Cypress Island. Cypress Head is that little treed
peninsula that looks like a little Island just south of Eagle
Harbor.
There are four buoys to tie up to at Cypress Head and 15
buoys in Eagle Harbor. Bring your dinghy into the beach,
and climb up to the campsites on the “island.”
The party starts around 10 a.m. and lasts all day.
Bring some firewood or fire logs and a side dish if you like.
I’ll bring the hot dogs.
See you then. Glen Beam, (360)-708-8539.
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April 6th, 2019
It is spring cleaning time again and time to spiff up the clubhouse for Opening Day
festivities.
We will be looking for volunteers who are ready to roll their sleeves and don their gloves
for some deep-down cleaning. We’ll be cleaning the roof , washing windows, removing
cobwebs, raking leaves outside and cleaning the kitchen and refrigerator and whatever
other projects are on the list. Please let Pep or Felicia know if you have a pressure washer,
wheelbarrow, rakes or truck you can bring for the day. This is actually a really fun event
because we only spend half of Saturday cleaning and the more volunteers we get, the
faster we get done! We start around 8-9am with coffee and muffins and then work until
noon or 1pm. Then weather permitting, we’re off for the short cruise to Coronet Bay (just
east of Deception Pass bridge) for a potluck on the dock.
Please let Pep of Felicia Lowe know if you are willing and able to lend a hand at
pflowe@frontier.com or 360-387-0678. We are looking forward to seeing you there!
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Bayliner Rendezvous at Roche Harbor
The date is Friday May 31 & Sat. June 1st. If you want to come early
Kevin is giving us a free day on Wednesday, May 29th.
Friday night potluck on the party barge. Hospitality night!
Saturday lunch will be served to all at 1:00 on the party barge. Games
and raffles will be on that day!
Please bring 2 wrapped gifts, one for a male and one for a female, for the games.
To make a reservation please email bev2847@aol.com or call Ron or Bev Leslie at
253-863-1946. We will need your name - boat name, boat length and arrival day.
Get your reservations soon, space is limited.

August 3rd
The La Conner Chamber of Commerce is gearing up for the La Conner Classic Car and Boat Show
and is
looking for someone to chair the boat portion of the event.
Below is a general overview of the Boat Lead position

•

Help recruit boats to attend the Classic (also find someone to act as Committee Boat, to answer
questions on the dock the day of the event)
• Recruit a “judge” for the day
• *Plan a meet up or welcome picnic / this is an optional event that we used to do each year
• Help the event committee leading up to the event with packet preparation
• Event weekend – distribute packets, collect money if need be from those that pre-registered. Act
as liason w/ Heather and the Boat judge
• Correspond with Heather throughout the planning process re: attendees and any other issues
that may arise
Please contact Heather Carter at director@laconnerchamber.com or 425-417-3720 for more information.

LACONNER YACHT SALES
Thinking of selling your powerboat? LaConner Yacht
Sales is busy with buyers and would like to talk with you
about listing your vessel.
Give us a call or stop by the office located in the
LaConner Marina. 360-466-3300.
Art, Marcie and Tony
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By Darla Pyke
Harbormaster
La Conner Marina

Daffodil Photo Contest – “Life in Bloom” - Submit your amateur photos of pets, kids, families, experiences.
• Winner gets $150 and image will be the featured photo for 2020 Daffodil Festival. Post pics with the hashtag
#LaConnerDaffodils.
March 14 (Thursday): “Pi Day” A La Mode, La Conner Chamber Fundraiser – Maple Hall, 5pm – 7:30pm.
• Enjoy a piece of Pie and a bowl of Ice cream
• Silent auction and Raffle Prizes
March 30 (Saturday): 2nd annual Skagit Farm to Pint FEST – Heritage Flight Museum (Skagit Regional
Airport), 2pm – 6pm. Last year’s event sold out!
• 13 local breweries
• Beer and food parings
• Proceeds of ticket sales go to the non-profit Farm Business Incubator and Training Program: Viva Farms
April 6 (Saturday): 34th annual Skagit Valley Tulip Run – Skagit Regional Airport / Burlington trail
system
• Race start time 9:30am with 10k and 2 mile runs
April 13 (Saturday) - Tulip Festival Parade begins at 1 st /State St. at 2:00 p.m. SYC is welcome to join the
parade. Find more info on these events and others at www.lovelaconner.com
Marina Happenings
Channel Dredge: Corps of Engineers dredged several areas from Goat Island up to Padilla Bay this past fall to
-12’ mean low depth.
Dredge: The dredge is complete…for now. Thank you, south basin tenants, for your patience! North Basin dredging begins late summer and will finish up late January or early February 2020. The schedule is subject to change.
We’ll keep you
posted.
Anacortes Boat Show
New this year: La Conner Marina will have a booth at 2 nd annual Anacortes boat show. If you didn’t make it to
the Seattle boat show, you can check out this one May 16-19, 2019. Stop by our booth and say hi.
Summer Hours
We are already gearing up for our summer season! Our summer office hours begin Memorial Day weekend, when
we’ll be open 7 days per week, 8:00a. - 5:00p.
Seasonal Staff
We’re looking for stellar dockhands for the season. Must be 18. If you know of anyone who needs a summer
job, please have them contact us. 360-466-3118 or harbormaster@portofskagit.com.
SYC Members - Just a reminder – If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new member to SYC,
who is also a marina tenant, you can both get a $150 credit to your moorage accounts.
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SYC Boating Safety
By Teresa Campbell

Greetings shipmates,
It is going to be an honor to be the Fleet Medical Director for the next two years, and I thank
you for the opportunity.
Recently a group of seven fifty/sixty-somethings traveled up an old logging road on 4-wheelers on a 17mile trek over roots and rocks to the summit of Anderson Mountain. One of the girls was thrown by a
cedar root and ended up under her bike with a deep cut on her brow. We had not given a thought to
bringing along a first aid kit, and as a result we had not even a napkin to staunch the flow of blood from
her face.
In another incident, more recently, there was a boater who needed help and there was not an adequate
first aid kit available that we could find within the SYC, and we were lucky to have an outside boater with
the supplies we needed. Our own kit on Dawg Daze was outdated and too small to be much help.
Thanks to Mike Sisk, the first aid kit at the SYC Clubhouse has been updated recently. The SYC Board
would like comments on having an extra kit to have the sponsor boat of an event bring to the event that
would meet the Club’s specifications so that we are always assured to have emergency supplies.
Members of the SYC, take the time to review the suggested list below, and feel free to comment about
additions and/or substitutions. As we start out the new boating season for 2019, keep safety in mind,
and review your kits to make sure they are updated and complete!
FIRST AID KIT SUPPLY LIST
4 Absorbent compress 4 X 8 inch

16 adhesive bandaids 1 X 3 inch
1 roll adhesive tape – 5 yards
10 antiseptic single use packages
Ibuprofen 200 mg. tablets
6 burn treatment single use packages
2 eye covering pads
1 eye wash station with 8 fluid ounce sterile water
4 sterile pads 3X 3 inch
4 pair medical exam gloves
1 triangular bandage, large
5 each sterile bandages 2X2 inch, 5 X 5 inch
2 self-activating cold packs
4 5 inch roller bandages
6 yards mouth to mouth barrier for CPR
2 30 cc vials or bottle of sterile saline (contact lens solution
works)
Assorted syringes sizes 20 cc, 10 cc, 5 cc.

Optional: Benedryl 25 mg tablets
Benedryl Cream
ASA 325 mg. tablets

The Channel Marker

Page 10

Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

192
The 192 Brewing Company in
Mount Vernon started in Kenmore in a 192-square-foot shed—hence the
name.
Now it’s a huge space in the old Bill Bailey Tire store on 2nd
Avenue in south Mount Vernon. It takes up half of the garage now,
with the other half soon to host live entertainment.
The interior is simple, featuring five varnished wood picnic tables and two flat scene TVs to watch the
Mariners on.
No Coors Light but over 10 craft brews with names like Strictly Blonde, Wally Hop IPA and Shed Light
for $6. I had a flight of four brews for $8. Growlers are also for sale.
They have an “Ever Expanding Menu” featuring Pretzel & Beer Cheese -Hummus (yuk! Can you
imagine?). Buffalo Chicken Wrap or a hotdog and chips from $4-$10. They also have made-fromscratch pizza. Classic rock music is on—The Doors and Cream.
It’s a simple working-guy’s place, just three blocks from the Skagit River or right on the 615 Skagit bus
route. The bus picks you up at La Conner Marina and takes you to Mount Vernon for only $1, if you
can’t get your dinghy up the river.
The 192 is part of the new hip Mount Vernon that has lots of bars, restaurants, distilleries and
breweries. Try it. You can’t miss it. Look for the fence made of old yellow pallets
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Bowling Extravaganza

March 15th—17th

Fidalgo Yacht Club Social

March 23rd

Cypress Head

March 30th

Clubhouse Clean-up and Shakedown
Cruise

April 6th-7th

Opening Day

May 4th

SYC Picnic on Swinomish Channel

May 18th

*Note—Crab Fest at Roche Harbor August 23rd-25th. If you will be attending please plan early and call Roche

Harbor for reservations at 800-586-3590 and let them know you are SYC. More to details to follow in the coming
months.

Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event
Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least month prior to event
Send email to the club about your event at least month prior
If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to
club asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to event
At least 1 week prior to event, send email out as a reminder and showing those who have
RSVP’d. Also provide slip assignments, if applicable.
Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for event planning
forms. These forms contain information that you may find helpful when planning.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

